[Anomalous sedimentation schlieren diagrams of the blood in patients with rheumatic diseases as an indicator of the presence of reversibly dissociating immune complexes].
Circulating immune complexes (CIC) are of considerable importance in the pathogenesis of rheumatoid diseases. The study of CIC has so far been restricted to their stable forms. This paper presents the data of ultracentrifugation showing that sera from rheumatoid patients often contain special population of reversibly dissociating CIC. It is noted that antibodies forming such kinds of CIC might either be present in significant excess, as compared to antigens, or possess low affinity.